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SUBJECT: EMERGENCY MERCY FLIGHTS TO BERLIN 

REFS: A) BONN 19653, 23 DECEMBER 1974 
B) STATE 002393, 5 JANUARY 1974 

1. ALLIED MISSIONS RECEIVED FORMAL SENAT REQUEST 
(VERMERK 6440/1 1) REGARDING EMERGENCY MEDICAL FLIGHTS 
TO BERLIN. VERMERK NOTES THREE INSTANCES WHERE SPECIALLY 
EQUIPPED MEDIVAC AIRCRAFT RETURNED SERIOUSLY INJURED OR 
ILL BERLINERS TO BERLIN. SINCE THESE AIRCRAFT WERE 
NON-ALLIED, THEY WERE OBLIGED TO LAND AT SCHOENEFELD. 

WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF PRECLUDING FURTHER SUCH SCHOENEFELD 
FLIGHTS, THE SENAT PROPOSES A MEETING OF THE SENATOR FOR 
TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC ENTERPRISE, THE ALLIED CARRIERS, 

THE GERMAN RED CROSS, AND OTHER SENAT OFFICIALS. WE 
HAVE TOLD ALLIES WE HAVE NO OBJECTION TO MEETING 
ITSELF AND HAVE SUGGESTED THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE BACC WORKING GROUP ALSO ATTEND AS REPRESENTATIVES 
OF ALLIED MISSIONS. 
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2. COMMENT: WE DO NOT EXPECT BERLIN-BASED ALLIED 
CARRIERS WILL ALWAYS BE ABLE TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY 
MEDIVAC SUPPORT; FOR EXAMPLE, IN CASE WHERE SPECIAL 
LIFE-SUSTAINING EQUIPMENT IS REQUIRED ABOARD AIR 
CRAFT. CONSEQUENTLY WE ANTICIPATE FURTHER SENAT 
REQUEST COULD INVOLVE PERMISSION FOR NON- ALLIED 
CARRIERS TO OPERATE IN CORRIDORS ON EMERGENCY 
BASIS. THREE ALLIED EMBASSIES HAVE NOT FAVORED 
THIS APPROACH (REF A) AND WE AGREE WITH DEPARTMENT'S 
CONCLUSION THAT SUCH FLIGHTS WOULD HAVE SERIOUS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR ALLIED AIR ACCESS RIGHTS (REF B). 
HOWEVER, WE CONSIDER SOLE ALLIED RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR BERLIN AVIATION IMPOSES SPECIAL OBLIGATION ON 
US TO ATTEMPT TO FIND ALTERNATE SOLUTION WHICH 
WOULD NOT IMPINGE ON ALLIED RIGHTS, BUT WOULD 
DEMONSTRATE THAT WE TAKE OUR RESPONSIBILITY 
SERIOUSLY. SUCH ACTION WOULD BE PARTICULARLY 
TIMELY IN VIEW OF SHARP CRITICISM CURRENTLY BEING 
LEVELED AT ALLIES OVER PERFORMANCE OF IGS. AC- 
CORDINGLY, WE SUGGESTING TO ALLIES THAT BACC WORKING 
GROUP SEEK ALLIED CARRIER IN BRITAIN OR FRANCE 
WHCIH CAN UNDERTAKE AIR RESCUE SERVICE TO BERLIN ON 
SHORT NOTICE. GEORGE 
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